SOCIETY REPORTS. 


87 


The next paper was an account of a case of 

HYSTERICAL RHYTHMICAL CHOREA, CON¬ 
TRACTURES, AND ANESTHESIA OF LONG 
STANDING —A CURE OR GREAT IMPROVE¬ 
MENT ATTRIBUTED TO A VISIT TO 
LOURDES. 


By CHARLES K. MILLS, M.D. 

This patient began when she was about thirteen years 
of age with lumps in her throat and a barking cough. The 
latter lasted for several months, when she began to have 
a rhythmical tremor of her limbs. She was treated by 
various physicians, among others by Drs. Wirgman, O'Hara, 
Wood, and the writer. 

Her troubles began about fourteen to fifteen years ago. 
A clinical lecture on her case, by Dr. H. C. Wood, reported by 
me, was published in the “ Philadelphia Medical Times,” 
February 26, 1881. The case was also referred to by me in a 
lecture on hypnotism in the “ Medical Times,” November 19, 
1881. The following description from the lecture in the 
“Times ” of February 26,1881, will convey an idea of the char¬ 
acter of the movements with which she was affected : “ She 
lies in bed propped half up with pillows. Her forearms are 
held flexed on her arms at an angle of a little less than 90°, 
one hand usually near to or loosely thrown over the other. 
Her thighs are flexed on the pelvis at an angle of about 160°, 
and the legs and thighs at an angle of no°. The limbs, 
held by clonic spasm in this position, are in a constant state 
of rhythmical vibratory movement. The forearms move up 
and down over a limited area, with the hands moving in¬ 
ward and outward, so that the knees sometimes strike 
together. The movements of the upper and lower extremi¬ 
ties are in unison. At a number of counts they were from 
HO to 120 per minute, the knees at each vibration moving 
about three inches.” 

The movements were still during sleep; she menstru¬ 
ated but once, and then imperfectly. The muscles of her 
back were weak, and she had, in 1881, acquired considerable 
curvature. Skin reflexes and knee-jerk were diminished, 
and she was anaesthetic below the knees. In brief, the case 
was a marked one of grave hysteria, the prominent symp¬ 
toms being rhythmical chorea, decided contractures, changed 
reflexes, anaesthesia, and nearly total inability to walk. She 
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could, at least during part of the time that she was under 
mv observation, succeed in getting on her feet and making 
a little slow progress, although when doing this she was 
contracted and contorted into the most grotesque shape. 

Many methods of treatment were employed unsuccess¬ 
fully. They included the use of electricity; the whole 
round of nervous tonics and placebos ; putting the limb in 
fracture splints ; hypnotization; and the most strenu¬ 
ous efforts to make mental impressions and thus arouse her 
will. She became the object of great interest in her neigh¬ 
borhood ; and at various times she was visited by priests, 
physicians, and curious or interested persons from a dis¬ 
tance. At one time she was an inmate for some weeks of 
the hospital of the University of Pennsylvania, and of sev¬ 
eral other hospitals. Dr. O’Hara attended her at intervals 
for several years, when she passed out of his care but again 
came under it at St. Mary’s Hospital last spring. He found 
her somewhat improved then as compared with her condi¬ 
tion ten years before, but believes she was not, when he 
last saw her, able to walk. 

In the early part of August of this year she started 
with her brother for the shrine of Lourdes ; and it is stated 
that she was carried on board the steamship on a couch, and 
was transported in various ways, but without the help of 
her own limbs until she reached Lourdes. A journal pub¬ 
lished at Lourdes, reports that after a most painful journey 
she arrived there on August 12th, and that, being completely 
ignorant of the French language, she passed three days 
without being able to find the bathing pool, but once found, 
she bathed day after day; and on Friday, August 2ist, she 
was able to walk. Soon after she started for home, and 
after her arrival in Philadelphia she became the subject of 
several sensational articles in the newspapers, which de¬ 
tailed her story and described her remarkable cure. Some 
of the accounts were highly colored, and were more inter¬ 
esting for their rhetoric than for their scientific accuracy, 
although on the whole her story was fairly told. One paper 
stated that the muscles of her arms and legs became calci¬ 
fied, which was its way of describing the condition pro¬ 
duced by hysterical contractures. 

With Drs. O’Hara and Wirgman, I have visited this in¬ 
teresting patient twice since her return and have carefully 
examined into her condition. I have also met her once in a 
street-car, and have thus had the opportunity of talking to 
her when she was not the subject of a medical or other visi¬ 
tation. Undoubtedly a great change for the better has 
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taken place. The rhythmical chorea has entirely disap¬ 
peared ; the contractures are greatly improved, and have 
largely disappeared, although at the time of my last ex¬ 
amination some contracture was still present, particularly 
in one of her legs. The anaesthesia has disappeared. She 
is now able to walk with comparative facility and ease, and 
not only goes up and down stairs and around the house, but 
frequently takes journeys out of doors', much to the benefit 
of her general health. Menstruation has not yet been 
established, and she still presents a marked curvature of 
her trunk, giving her a bowed and more decrepit appear¬ 
ance than her real muscular and general condition warrants. 

This case, although by no means unique as some of our 
journalistic friends would have us believe, should interest all 
practical neurologists. In common with some others I had 
always held that her case was a curable one, although the 
persistence of her symptoms in spite of energetie and varied 
treatment was calculated to throw doubt on this prognosis, 
and many who saw her regarded her as consigned to the 
rank of the incurables. Into the miraculous nature of the 
“ cure ” it is scarcely necessary for us to enter. The Catholic 
Church, of which she is a devout member, would not accept 
suchacase as miraculous until it had been thoroughly probed 
and proved. The case is impressive as showing the import¬ 
ance of powerful mental and moral impressions on such 
patients. 

Hysterical rhythmical choreas of this type are certainly 
rare in this country ; but, strange to say, I have seen another 
of exactly similar character, and of only a few weeks’ dura¬ 
tion within a month. 


DISCUSSION. 

Dr. H. C. Wood. —The history of the curing of disease 
by religious influences and religious emotions offers one of 
the most curious chapters in medical history. I have seen a 
caseof apparently hopeless insanity,of fifteen years’duration, 
that had gone the round of the asylums, get well in a single 
night. Under some influence she got upon her knees and 
spent the night in prayer, and in the morning she was well. 

I know of another instance, that of a Quaker preacher, 
who went with his wife to a certain meeting in Chester 
County. He was insane, apparently imbecile, and had not 
spoken for many months or even years. As he was sitting 
in the carriage by himself, another well-known Quaker 
preacher came up and laid his hand upon him, and quoted 
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the well-known saying of Paul: “Silver and gold have I 
none, etc.” Nothing more was said, and the preacher went 
into meeting. When the meeting was over the wife got in 
the carriage to drive home, when her husband said to her : 
“ Sarah, had we not better go to Cousin John’s for dinner.” 
The woman nearly sprang out of the carriage in her excite¬ 
ment. That was the end of that man’s insanity, as far as I 
know, permanently. 

I have seen a whole family frightened into hysterics by a 
woman who had been in bed for fifteen years, seemingly in¬ 
curable, with grave spinal anaemia, so-called, and marked 
hysteria, under the influence of a religious idea, the so- 
called faith-cure, walking downstairs and taking her seat 
at the table. 

I cannot myself believe that these extraordinary cases 
are of the nature of miracles. I have seen one or two of 
these same indviduals seized with organic disease and rap¬ 
idly die, one of them at least, apparently because of the re¬ 
fusal to accept medical aid. I have also seen as a result of 
this intense religious belief, the most horrible mental suffer¬ 
ing that I have ever witnessed in a sane individual. A case 
suffering from organic disease became immensely impressed 
with the doctrines of the faith-cure, and as a result of prayer 
believed that she was cured of her disease, which had been 
present for many years and had marched steadily onward 
in spite of the best medical attention. To her friends I said 
that she was not cured, but that under the influence of emo¬ 
tion there had been a temporary arrest of her disorder, and 
that in a few weeks or months it would return. It did re¬ 
turn. The person who had inculcated the doctrines of faith- 
cure told her that the disease had returned on account of her 
lack of faith. The woman firmly believed that the disease 
had returned on account of her own wicked lack of faith, 
and that she was drifting to death and eternal punishment, 
through a physical disease brought on by her own sins. 
This made a mental conflict that I have never seen equaled 
in a sane person. 

I believe that all these cases are instances of the effect 
of mental impressions, and certainly do not believe in the 
present occurrence of miracles. 

Dr. M. O’Hara. —I treated this woman for years with¬ 
out the least benefit. Last May I saw her in St. Mary’s 
Hospital, and I expressed the opinion that nothing medi¬ 
cally could be done for her, as the ordinary medical means 
had been applied. I thought that the case had been in ex¬ 
istence too long to be curable. She appeared then some- 



SOCIETY REPORTS. 


91 

what fatuous, and I thought that her brain-power had been 
reduced by her long illness. She never showed a full amount 
of brain or nerve power at any time when I visited her. She 
then went to theshrine of Lourdes and came back as she is. 
The history of the case has extended over some fifteen 
years. She, however, is not entirely cured, and I should 
not be surprised if the trouble would return if some severe 
illness occured. There is one thing that must be borne in 
mind, and that is that last spring her mother died, and pos¬ 
sibly this compelled her to more animation, and to think 
for herself. She always expressed the desire to go to 
Lourdes, and felt sure she would be cured of her ailment 
if she reached there. The gratification of this overweening 
desire seems to have been followed by success, though her 
menstrual function has never returned. 

I have been particularly interested in these manifesta¬ 
tions at Lourdes. There they separate these cases of hys¬ 
teria and consider them not as miracles, but as graces of 
returning health. Dr. Wood says that all these cases are 
the result of mental impressions. I think this is incorrect ; 
and I have established in my own mind, from investigation, 
that absolute miracles occur at Lourdes, although I would 
not account this case as a miraculous cure, but one in which 
religious influences aided the natural processes. I would 
not consider it a miracle ; to Sarah Ferry it is a miracle, 
however, as she goes about walking and doing her duties 
cheerfully, which she had not been able to do for so many 
years. 

Dr. Charles K. Mills presented a 

NOTE ON THE IRREGULAR DISTRIBUTION OF 
ANAESTHESIA IN THE FACE IN CASES OF 
OTHERWISE COMPLETE HEMIANESTHESIA. 

It is some times important to put on record a single fact, 
and even one which may in itself seem trifling, as such a 
record may suggest to others an explanation which does 
not strike the observer. It is in this spirit that I note what 
I have a number times observed, that in cases of hemianaes- 
thesia, both organic and hysterical, the anaesthesia shows a 
particular tendency to irregularity in its distribution on the 
face. This irregularity exhibits itself in various ways, which 
may perhaps be best illustrated by referring to two cases, 
patients at present in the women’s ward for nervous diseases 
in the Philadelphia Hospital. The firstcase is clearly organic 
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in origin, and has already been described by me in a pub¬ 
lished lecture ; the second, which is as clearly hysterical, 
with various distinctive phenomena of grave hysteria, such 
as aphonia, hemianmsthesia, hemiparesis with leg contract¬ 
ures, achromatopsia, and dyschromatopsia, etc., will be soon 
reported at length by my resident physician, Dr. Leys. 
The case of organic hemianaesthesia is probably due to an 
old hemorrhagic cyst which has destroyed the posterior 
portion of the right internal capsule—anaesthesia, paralysis 
and contractures being present in the left half of the body. 
She is totally anaesthetic to touch, pain, and temperature on 
the left half of the body, except in a small area on the face. 
This area of retained sensation includes the orbital region, 
the side of the nose, and the left cheek within a line drawn 
from the external angular process of the frontal bone to the 
alae of the nose. It is curious also that the mucous mem¬ 
brane of the mouth is anaesthetic, except in an area which 
corresponds as nearly as could be determined, to the sen¬ 
sitive region of the skin. In the hysterical case, anaes¬ 
thesia to pain and temperature—but not to touch—is com¬ 
plete on the right half of the body and extends across the 
median line so as to include the entire left side of the nose. 
In other cases I have noted complete hemianaesthesia, ex¬ 
cept that in the face, and on the head, both back and front, 
sensation was perfectly retained for a distance of an inch or 
more beyond the median line. 


BROOKLYN SOCIETY FOR NEUROLOGY. 

Meeting of December gth, i8qi. 

Dr. Charles Corev in the Chair. 

The regular Monthly Meeting of the above Society was 
held at the rooms of the Medical Society of the County of 
Kings, 356 Bridge Street, on Wednesday Evening, December 
9th, 1891, 

The following members were present: 

Drs. John C. Shaw, Wm. T. Lloyd, C. F. Barber, Wm. 
Browning and Thos. L. Wells. 


SCIENTIFIC BUSINESS. 

Dr. Wells presented clinical case ; male age 48. Three 
years ago, after prolonged drinking, had attack of para¬ 
plegia and was confined to his bed for six months. Was 



